Students and a solar car take
the spotlight at 2007 Ford Day

YOUNG AMBASSADORS ON A MISSION TO
pramote road safety. The first ever solar car poised
to preserve the environment and lessen our fuel

Both were star atiractions at the re-
cenrly concluded Ford Day 2007.

An annual event open to the media and general
public, the 2007 Ford Day eelebrations at the Fort
Open Grounds in Taguig was a whole day affair
filled with lots of lessons on road salety and envi-
ronmental protection, especially via the use of
Ford's Flex Fuel Vehicles or FFVs.

Both road safety and promoting the use of eco-
friendly vehicles are advocacies pioneered by Ford
in the local auromotive mdustry and the country:

The Ford Road Safety Youth Coundl (RSYC)
has been fearless in promoting Ford’s commitment
to Road Safety. Young as they are, they are as com-
mitted in creating awareness and appreciation of
oad safety among the youth today Studies have
shown that a good number of road accidents are
caused by young drivers who are either (oo eager
mg&b&nudmewhedofawmwmﬂyum-
perienced when it comes to safe and defensive

driving,

This oop of brave youngsters is currently com-
posed of 35 Core Council members and more than
800 RSYC members from 29 schools such as Ate-
neo de Manila University, De La Salle University,
University of Makat, Don Bosco, UP Diliman and
San Beda College Alabang, to name a few.

During the induction ceremonies at Ford Day,
Vic Rosales, council chair, presented their plans to
conrimue the activities the Council has started such
as the Responsibility m Driver Education (Ride)

Program and Inter-School Road Safery Project.
The Council also introduced a new way of pro-
moting Road Safely via an online newsletter and
their very awn REYC websire.

The event also saw the awarding of Ford's Road
Safety Interschool Project competiton, Don Boseo
Technical College Mandaluyong won first place
with its entry ritled “Road Safety is Shared Re-
sponsibility” project. The second place was award-
ed o Mumdnlupa National High School's “Road
Safety is a Team Effort” project. Both schools were
awarded P10,000 and P7,000 respectively on top
of a P100.000 project grant. The grants money
will be used to implement the project components
submitted by these schools all aimed to improve
road satety within their school premises. This
compedition was opened Lo all schools that have
und the Ride Seminar and provides an op-
portunity for the sludents o take a more active
role in promoting road safety in their respective
schools.

“Road safety is another greal project am proud
to say that Ford has truly nurtured and cultivated
from 2004. From setting up a seed fund of P1,000
for every Ford and Mazda vehicle sold, conducting
Ride sessions in schools, to promotng the use of

.Child Safery sears, to the introduction of dhe first

batch of Ford’s Road Safety Youth Council officers,
we have made some significant strides as a com-
pany o make our youth more responsible drivers,
and our roads much, much safer” sad Richard
Baker, president of Ford Group Phils,

Another t of Ford Day 2007 was the un-
velling of the first ever solar car in the Philippines.

De La Salle University (DLSU) Manilawas the Jead
proponent in coming up with a breakthrough ve-
hicle that nms through the power of sunlight.
Ford with i parmers, Plipinas Shell, San
Miguel, Sunpowes, Philippine Airdines and Ventus
are part of this project The solar car, dubbed
“Sinag", will be engered at the World Sclar Chal-
lenge in Australia wowards the last quarter of the

vear. .

“The Technical Working Team is composed of
DLSU Faculty Members engineer Rene Femandez,
engineer Martin Emesto Kalaw; engineer Anthony
Escobar, engineer Joge Antonio Catalan, and engi-
neer Tsidro Marfori 1.

The 2007 Ford Day celebration dubbed “Ford
Day 2007: Save Lives, Save Farth.” was a venue to
strengthen Ford’s commitment o road safety and
entrust its advocacy to care for the envirormment.
Ford adds ancther first-in-the-counmry contribu-
tion when it rolled out the Flex Fuel Vehicle (FEV)
program in April 2006.

‘u‘da'i;‘:-us actvities also took place namely: Kiddis
a:tamnes such as Ford Ranger Drawing Contest

and Save the World Collage, Kiddie Movie

2nd Ride Quiz Bee, Teen Dm'mﬂ
umbymmankamgsdml (TRS), test
dﬁves,ﬁvepe:fonnmmﬁunvniwaudm Ses-
sions bands and raffled prizes were enjoyed by the
whole family
Ford Day 2007 also brought together its parn-
ners namely Pilipinas Shell, Tuason Racing School
{TRS) and Automobile Association of the Philip-
pines (AAP), San Miguel Corp and Land Rover.




